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The code of practice for horse riding was prepared in collaboration with 
these organisations:

Using vehicles
All the normal road rules that apply on public roads 
apply to roads in parks, including rules relating to 
floats and horse-drawn vehicles. The code explains 
the restrictions around taking floats into parks, such 
as where they can be parked and that they cannot be 
cleaned in parks except where appropriate facilities are 
provided. It is also recommended that horse-drawn 
vehicles have a driver and passenger who are both 
capable of taking control of the horse and vehicle.

Group events
Parks can serve as great locations for group riding 
events, ranging from small informal events to 
organised endurance rides and other club events. 
The  code details a range of matters that riders 
proposing group events need to discuss with their 
local NPWS office. They include whether bookings or 
permits are required from NPWS or other authorities 
(local councils, RTA etc), group sizes, which trails are 
available for large groups, whether a wet-weather 
contingency plan is required and whether public 
liability insurance is necessary. 

A guide to the code of practice  
and opportunties for riding in 

national parks and reserves

Camping with your horse
A small number 
of parks permit 
overnight camping 
with horses. 
Bookings may 
be required at 
peak times, and 
there may be 
restrictions on the 
number of horses. 
It is necessary 
to contact local 
park staff before 
embarking on 

an overnight trip with horses.  The 
code provides a range of guidelines 
for camping with horses.
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Horse riding in parks
Horse riding is an enjoyable way to experience natural 
environments and some of the best natural environments 
in NSW can be found within national parks, state 
conservation areas and other reserves – collectively 
referred to as ‘parks’.

The Department of Environment, Climate Change and 
Water’s (DECCW) Recreational Horse Riding Policy permits 
riding in some parks, in appropriate locations. The park’s 
plan of management or local National Parks and Wildlife 
(NPWS) office should be consulted about where riding 
is permitted. Park policy and plans of manage  ment are 
available at: www.environment.nsw.gov.au/

A code of practice for horse riding (the code) has 
been prepared to provide details on the appropriate 
management of horse riding and handling horses in parks. 
The code was prepared by collaborating with several horse 
affiliated organisations, which promote responsible horse 
riding as an outdoor leisure pursuit.

The code aims to maximise safety and enjoyment while 
minimising potential impacts on the park and other park 
visitors. By working together and making sure this code 
is adhered to, DECCW and the equestrian community can 
ensure horse riding remains an appropriate way to enjoy 
some of the best natural areas NSW has to offer.

Horse riders are also encouraged to aid in park 
management by informing NPWS of issues they may 
encounter while riding, such as new infestations of weeds, 
damage in parks or illegal activities.

The code is available from www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
policies/index.htm. The following summarises some of the 
topics covered by the code. 

The horse riding code
Planning your ride
Many of the rules governing recreational activities, 
including horse riding, vary between parks to account for 
the different needs of each park and its users. To help you 
plan your trip, the code lists key information to ask your 
local NPWS office, such as:

t where riding is permitted, sensitive areas to be avoided 
and whether parts of a park are closed (for example, due 
to firefighting or pest animal control)

t what facilities are available
t whether permits are required.

Putting safety first
The terrain in some parks can challenge even the most 
experienced riders and in large or remote parks riders may 
find themselves far from emergency services. There may 
also be risks from brumbies, which are found in several 
parks. Riders are therefore advised to follow some basic 
safety rules. These include carrying the correct equipment, 
checking weather conditions in advance and ensuring 
your horse is accustomed to the types of things that may 
be encountered such as wildlife or cyclists.

Protecting the environment
Like any other recreational activity, horse riding has the 
potential to have an impact on the natural and cultural 
environments found in parks. However, if correct care 
is taken such impacts can be minimised and these 
environments can be sustained to allow horse riders 
and other users to continue to experience and appreciate 

them. The code provides recommendations for reducing 
any impacts caused by horse riding including:
t where and how to hold or tether horses
t avoiding sensitive areas such as bogs and moss fields
t not allowing horses to graze on shrubs and small trees
t how to minimise impact on soil, such as compaction 

and erosion
t minimising the spread of weeds by checking your 

horse’s coat and hooves for weed seeds before entering 
parks, only bringing weed-free feed into parks, using 
a nosebag and not spreading feed on the ground, and 
scattering manure to help speed up decomposition

t only taking horses into streams to cross them or to 
water the horses. When crossing streams, do so at 
bridges or culverts rather than by fording, unless it is 
the only option. 

Meeting other park users
Many different people visit parks and some are unfamiliar 
with horses. They may be unsure how to interact with 
them. Also, some park visitors may not agree with horses 
being in the park. It is important that the equestrian 
community represents itself in a positive light to increase 
the support for horse riding among park users and follows 
appropriate passing etiquette, along with other courtesies. 
Providing other park users with this brochure can help 
raise awareness.

Facilities for horse riders
Some parks provide facilities for horse riders such as 
troughs, hitching rails or overnight yards. Riders are 
requested to make use of these to the extent practicable 
to help minimise the impact of horse riding.

Riders be aware
Fording streams 
must be done only 
where necessary and 
where the banks are 
hard and stony and 
downstream from 
campsites. 


